Race, Anti-Gentrification, and Avant-Garde Aesthetics: Chicago\u27s Southside Ignoramus Quartet​ by Mahmoud, Jasmine
Race, Anti-Gentrification, and Avant-Garde Aesthetics:
* * * *
Chicago's Southside Ignoramus Quartet
Jasmine Mahmoud, PhD
Assistant Professor














Summer 2010, I lost my job. Without the recession, I’m not sure if  SIQ would have 
happened. Losing that job helped me really identify what I cared more about.”
-- David Pintor, Southside Ignoramus Quartet, Chicago, IL, Interview with Jasmine Mahmoud, 2011
It’s a very Christopher Columbus word, like 
“I discovered this.” ...This is a trend ... in 
neighborhoods in Chicago ... of  people 
discovering neighborhoods just because 
they didn’t know about [them]. ... It’s a very 
unfair, selfish way of  starting something 
there, because they’re not starting 
something, they’re taking over something 
that had already been started, because they 
have the capital. ... They’ll say, “This is for 
self-discovery,” ... But ... they won’t be 
specific. ... [T]heir work becomes complicit 
with the destruction of  history, and the 
displacement of  ... art that is cultural, art 
that is conscious of  the space [it’s] in.
-- David Pintor
Interview with Jasmine Mahmoud, 2014 

